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Messers Charles T. Gerrard, of Boutben, Nelson Dudley, of Fayetie,
and Sclomon Yan Meter of Clarke the cotmittes intrusted by the
Northern Kentucky Stock Importing Company, with 2 commission to
proceed to England, and there make purchase of improved stock to
bring t0 Kentucky, left this cily on their mission, on yvesterday
morning,  We understand that they are intrusted with a discretionary
power to make such purchases of homed cattle, horses, hogs and
sheep, a5 they shall (hink best sujted to this market and this stock-
growing region of Kentucky; though they expect 1o confine them-
selves excusively in the purchase of horped cattle, to the shorthormed
Durham variety, They will alse probably purchase a couple of slallicns,
of the best improved breed for Lhe hamess and the road. These gentle-
men are conversant with the stock-growing business exceedingly well
quaiified 1o perform this sk intellipently, and are among the most
respectable, energetic and wealthy farmers of this repion of Kentucky.
The company has certainly made a happy selection of agents to perfurm
this important trust.



INTRODUCTION

My grandfather, Benjamin Franklin Van Meter, gave me this diary
when our family lived with Grandmother and Grandlzther at 225
South Ashland Avenue, Lexington, Kentucky, lrom 1009 o 1914

When Grandfather gave me the diary he explained thal he was very
anxious to go 1o Europe with his older brother, Solumon, who was
one of three men being sent to purchase stock for this region af
Kentucky. He asked Solomon if he would take him along.
Solomon said, “Yes," if Ben could get Lhe money.

Beni then asked his father, [saac Van Meter, if he could have the
money which his father would spend on his education. Ben was
planning to return to the University of Virginia for his second vear.
lsaac said, “Yes,” he could use the money for the trip if Solomon
would take him. So all was arranged.

It is recorded in the back of the diary that Solomcn gave Ben
$730.00 on March 10, L%53.

Ben’s money did not last long enough, so he had 1o return to the
U.S.A. before the party returned. However, he saved out enough

money to visit Niagra Falls on his way back to Kentucky.

When he finally reached home, he “was as glad 10 ger home at he
was 1o get started.”

Martha P. Van Meter



A VOYAGE TD E)ROPE

In company with Messrs.  Charles Garrard, Nelson Dudley, and
Solomon Van Meter, [ start from Lexingion, Kentucky, on the 10
March, 1833, We arive at Cincinnati, 8 PM. in a crowded stage-
coach. One lady in the company, Mr. Garrard seated upos one side
of her and 1 on the other; all three occupying the front seat, very
crowded indeed. T sympathise with the lady and admire her
fortitude.  From a slight conversation we found her named Mrs.
Rhodes, formerly of Covington, her husband a steamboat captain,
They have a daughter, away at some boarding school. We take
Iodging at the Denison al corner of Filth and Main, Cincinnati,
and ther¢ remain until the next day when we take passage on the
packet of the line, Alleghany. After a pleasant trip on a fine
boat with good fare and an accommodating captain we arrive alt
safe at Pittsburgh on Sabbath evening.  After putting up at the
Monongahela House on Front Sireet we take a stroll through the
black cily. Find the streets narrow and dirty; putters filled with
a kind of mud formed of coal-dust 2nd soot. Pags many jadies
on the street who look well varnished in defense from the coal-
dust, but would net do 1o compare with the Kentucky ludies.
We pass several large churches together with an immense Catholic
cithedral, not yet finished but had slready cost seventy thousand
gollars and will cost twice as much more when finished,

We leave the fine hotel at 3 AM. in an omnibus for the depot.
Then the cars for Philadelphia and po some thirty miles to break-
fast and then cat hefore daylight. The day is coal but clear before
we reach the mountains, but before we reach the summil we are
in a snowstorm.  And mear the sommit 1 see several ponde covered
with thick ice. Within sight of the road in every direction thers
are heavy forests of very tall slender pines, intermingled with
thick underbrush, principally consisting of laurels.  We passed
several small villages on each side as well as the summit of the
mountain, where I suppose the people live prinsipally by trading
and hunting, for the country seems admirably adapted to game of
many kinds. The penius of man is well exhibited by the made in
which the cars are conveytd up and down the inclined planes on



either side of the mountain. There are separate locomotives lor
every level track between the inchinations. The cars are conveyed
up this plane by means of a stationary locomotive situated at the
top of each plane, 1o which there s a larpe wire rope zttached which
warks around two latge wheels, one at the bottom and the other at
the top af the inchination similar to the band of an old fashionsd horse-
mill. The cars are fastened to the ropt near one of thess large
wheels and by its revolution drawm up. The cars are well con
ducted, the road well constructed and with good company it s
pleasant traveling. The train in which we came over ihe mouAlain
met with a slight accident and was threwn off the track, but as
we were going very slowly a1 the time there was no perstinal
damage done and we were detained but a short time.

We arrive at Philadephia, | e'tlock the same day that we l&ft the
“Iren City.” After walking about 2 mile from the depol to the Wash-
ington House, took lodging. Then and as soon 2s we had eaten
a large dowe of oysters (the first [ had ever eaten} and the major
and myself having drunk a hot whiskey punch, we retired, ecold
and weary. We remained in Philadelphia three days, during which
time¢ we traversed the city in many directions, visiting the many
scenes of beauty, interest and amusernent, among which were the
[ndependence Hall, from which we took a view of the city, the
dockyard, Navy and dry-dock, in which we saw Buns of all descriptions
(cannons that [ eould nearly crawl into) and the houses in which
ships are boilt and the dock covered with ships with their 1all
masts standing like winter trees in the forest. The mint with jts
splendid machinery, the theatre with its crowds of spectators,
and the rooms of paintings, etc. The city, all things considered, is the
neatest and cleanest and most pleasant city [ ever visited. We leave
Philadelphia on 2 o’clock train of cars for New York City. Go with
electric speed acrows the Jersey state 1o Amboy on the Raritan,
There we take the boat for the metropolis of America and landed
here safe gbout 7 PM. COn passing through New lersey ! found it
1 low Jevel country with poor marshy sofl which has been made
tillable only by the most persevering industry and economy. Fruits
are the principal production for market, and from the cars we were
scarcely ever oul of sight of large peach orchards, often containing
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many acres, from which it is said they clear more profit than a westem
farmer does from four times the amount of Jand.

We find Mew York City very little like Philadelphia as regards
cleznliness and beauly. Every one seems 1o apply the maxim “Every
fellow for himself,” and all the business portion of the city is crowded
from early to late—thousands of vehicles of every description crowd
the street while men of all classes and conditions are thick upon the
pavements. We put up at the [rving House, Broadway, near the City
Hall. We 1ake checks for our fare on the Paeilie, of Collins line of
stearners, at the office of the agenis of that company where we pay
our fare [one handred and twenty dollars each). We convert all the
funds for qur expense inte English currency (pounds, shillings, pence)
at the broker's office,

We leave port a2t 12 o'clock on Saturday the 19th of March for
Liverpool.  Are conducted out of the harbor by a pilot of the Mew
York port according to Jaw. He (the pilol) releases us afler we have
sajled about two hours and returns to port in a small crafi; after which
we hoist sail, the wind being Fair {aft-quarter} and ghde smoothly and
swiltly over the deep, applying both steamn and ssil. The water seems
now Lo be in a kind of lazy commotion which iz its patural condition
when calm. We have already sailed oot of sight of the city and are now
leaving the land on each side of vs farther and sl farther in the
distance. About 4 P.M. the last of land, which lay to the left of our
course {Long Tsland) passed from view. 1 remain upon deck until late
in the evening viewing and admiring the water-stape. Contrary (o the
predictions of some of my friends | feel no fear nor anyihing similar,
but am rather carmied away with an overatundance of pleasant emotions,
which T expect, however, to exchange for some of a reverse character
before twenty-four hours mote.

1 retire to the upper berth of Statercom 37, where 1 sleep
soundly little heeding that we are in Teality at sea, until I arose
and attempted to dress when T commence tumbling aboui the
room, bumping agzinst the wall, trunks, ete., which reminded me
of a [act that 1 had been told, viz; that 1 would have need for a
pair of sealegs, At length | am prepared to go upon deck where
[ find the balance of owr company aiready sick and vomiting
And after amusing myself with them for some time ! at lengih
f2ll = victim to seasicknems myself, and we all spend the day in
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puking and laughing in our twms.  On the moming of the third
day of our vovage, we have all recoversd and the weathey being
fine we spent the day very pleasantly on deck. The fourth day
is still pleasant and spent in the same manner, I finishing a book
titted “Uncle Tom in England,” and considering it a lie in literature.
[ lay it upon the sofa in the smoking room where some fellow hooks
it, perhaps thinking that he has a treasure. On the night of the
fourth we have a high wind which for the first time makes us feel the
effects of high waves. When lving in our berths the ship seems o
swing as through an arch of about thirty degrees and we Teel as if we
were in mid-air about half the time; but the wind calms after sUnUp
and the day is pleasant alihough the water continues rough ' the
greater part of the time and also for the sixth day.

On the night of the sixth the rain and wind commence and
continve for three days without any chanze for the better {from
Friday evening until Monday night) the waves continue to increase
in magnitude all the while. During the greater portion of this
gale all of our company were sick, and toward the last there
was not one third of the whole number of passengers well encugh
te sit at the table. Within were groanings and sounds of misery,
while without the thundering waves drowned all noise and thought
save of themselves. | could not prevail upon one of my cornpany
to come and stand in the door of the second deck where the zight
without could be seen, they being too sick.

The Wwaves, to be short with my description, bore a greater
similatity to the upper part of Clatk County in a snowslonm that
to anything lo which I can compare it. Its grandeur however can
by no means lind comparison on Jand, and can only be conceived
by those who have realized it. The vessel within was very disagreeable,
It was continually rolling from one side to the other with so much
violence that one could not walk from place to place without holding
to some part of it. The spray was continually flying in every direction
and coming in showers through every door and crevice. Anon some
same large waves would strike the bulwark and break over, with a
violent crash which would bring a squeak from some of the suffering
ladies. The water would sometimes run through the second deck
{1 kind of passage) with such violence that il would have wel a2 man



over his boots, There was indeed something picluresque in the
scenery, if it hadn't been of such duration that it became very
disagreeable both within and without.

On the muming of the ninth day oul, the sun came out, the
wind becamne more calm, and the waves, (hy degrees) wenl down
until one by one the passengers would come stragghng out on
deck with the cxpression of joy upon their countenances as they
vasl their eyes around upon the deck, to find some acquaintance,
to whom he might make some remark as o the beauly of the
morning, the condition of the waler, or the past gale. The stern
i8 now decreased and the oid Pacific shakes herself in defiance
of the conquered wave, and through her mighty nostrils, laughs
at the subdued winds, as the sturdy capiain orders up her massive
sail in token of her victory.

The day is now fair and mild, the deck is covered with passENERrs
walking to and fro in the finest spirits. The ladies on board are
few in number but deck the deck loday. The next days continue
fair until we land in Liverpool, which is on the 31st of March.
We take boat from the ship, which anchors out in the river about a
mile from the wharf. We got to the bar about 12 v'clock but could
not cross until e tde arose, which was about 3 PM, ‘Then we went
up oppusite the city withoul any trouble. As soon as we came ashore
we went to the Wateroo House, where we engaged lodging and teak
breakfast, and then went down lo the Custom House, where our
trunks were examined, duty paid and the trunks comveyed to our
rooms.  We prepare for comlort and visit the balance of the day.

The morrow is rainy and rather anpleasant, but we soe Brown,
Shipley, and Company, prepare cur financial affairs and make other
preliminary arrangements. Tn the evening we lovk 3t a pentleman’s
stock whose estate is situated some four or five miles from Liverpool,
Although he is absent we see all of his stock. Nothing superior. His

name iz B Lounds.
Leave Liverpool April$th at one-fourth past 2 o'cleck, bound for

Lecds. Pass through several unnels, one of which was one and one-
half miles in length and another three miles seventy-five yards, and
several manufachuring towns, among which were Manchester, Ashion,
etc. The tunnels pass through several high ridges which are called



the “mounds.” They are the highest muountains in LEngland and
extend through the middle of the island. We slay at Ottley, a
litthe inland town on the river Wye, the night after leaving Liverpoal.
This river Wye is but a small sireamn, but the waler is pute, and
it meanders through a beautiful valley of some considerabie length,
bounded on each side by tall mounds which in this season are
covered as well as the valley with green grass, carly flowers, and
small timber. It is indeed beautiful, especially to a “country-gouger”
who has been shut up since winter in bustling cities, or placed on
vessels where nothing is to be seen byt the busy brine. These hills
and dales are owned by aristocrats whe know nothing of want.
Many ef them have as much money as the whole of Clark County
8 worth. The land property has been handed down for many
generalinns from father to oldest son and show ages of improvement.
Whole farms are fepced with high stone work of Lhe best masonry 9r
iron railing, of the mest costly kind, or hedges of fifty-year growth.
Their building improvements often eosl more than our state hanpses.
Superiority and inferiority are both seen in their greatest perfection,

We examine several herds of catile, on the fifth, among which was
8 pow Alice (light roan) the property of Mr. Townley of Townley
park near Beamley, Alice has the fame of being the finest cow in the
world. Townley has ancther called Buiterfly, which is little inferior,
if any.

Friday, April 8th, we return from the upper part of Yorkshire
County 10 our place of rendevaus {Otiley) whert we remain over
night and start the next merning in another direction. We visit Mr.
Maynard's herd, find a few superior cows and one buil {Crusade}
very fine. We remain over Sabbath in the guiet old town of Borough-
bridge, which is noted in the ancient history of England. On
Sabbath evening we ramble along the barks of the tiver Ure on
which the 1own js situated. 1t is a clear, narrow, and deep stream
which is made navigable (or small boats by means of locks and dams.
It was formerly very much used buc of late railway cars have taken
its place. We arise early un Monday morning and walk out one hatf
mile 10 see three monuments of ancient rites called “the devil's
arrows,” suppased to have been erected cither by the Romans or
early Britons in memory of some of their victories. They are about



eight feel in diameter at the base and nearly thirty feet high. They
seem to be solid masses of hard stone without any sign of divisians

or layers and are standing about one hundred yards apart in a straight
line, situated in open grass lots.

We retutn on Monday to Mr. Maynard’s, examine his herd and
buy a cow and a calf (Yorkshire-Maynards) of his at one hundreg
and twenty guineas. His residence, Martin le Moor, is three miles from
Boroughbridge, We next visit Mr. Richard Boath, near Northallerton,
who has a supertor herd of stock and is the most distinguished bull
breeder in the kingdom. Lets his bulls for from fifty to one hundred
pounds a season, has stock scattered over England, Iretand, and
Scotland, but refused to price a hoof of his stock under any
consideration.  The hardest old case that we have ag yet met
with. We lhence proceed to Nocthallerton and the next morning to
the Mr. Maynard's (brother of the former} where we find quite 2
commaon herd of short horns but a superior horse of the Cleveland
breed, which we afterwards purchased. Named “The Young Logd,™”
Price one hundred and twenty pounds. AD of the aforementioned
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bieeders are in Yorkshire County. The country is undulating and the
soil s considered first rate. Wool and multon is raised in abundance,
and of the best quality.

From Northallerion we proceed toYork—arive there late Satueday
¢vening.  Put up at the Black Swan and there remain over Sabbath.
Find 1he hotel one of the first class and are well attended an, have
fine fare of every description but find that they charge for il all when
we come to setile.

We all take a stroll through the old city in the afternoon and
make our way o the old cathedral where we find an old gentleman
in readiness to gratify our curiosity by conducting us through it

Sabbath evening Apiil 17, 1853, sbout 4 PM., we pay a ¥isit
to the St Peters Cathedral situated near the center of the city
(York) and occupying about an acre of ground. We enter the
encrmous fabric through a large iron deor into the largest aparrment
s53id to be about three hundred feet in length and of nearly the
same breadth. 1In this there are g greal number of engravings as
large as life with a deal of superior architecture of the ancients,
There is al:o an image of one of the saints Placed over his grave
which is near to the altar and thirteen images of the thirteen
ancient Saxon kings with many other old tombstones in memory
of their departed saints, Next we are conducted into ene of the
smaller apartments where even to this day after the lapse of twelve
hundred years there is worship held every Sabbath. Here we see
very little except superior architecture until we are conducted
through an iron gateway into another part of the same chamber where
we find a vast nomber of relies of the ancients. One old chair in
which the ancient kings received their srowms is very much wom
eaten and the skin with which it was once covered has nearly all
dropped off. There are engravings in the large siones of which the
wall is made. In the west end of this aparlment there iz a window
thirty leet in width and seventy-five in height with panes of glass
of many colors in which there is impressed a vast variety of images
and pictores.  Upon many of the tombstones we see Greek 2nd
Hebrew writing which time has altnost obliterated. We next ED o2
large circular spartment in which thete is not a seat or a bit of
fumniture of any kind except a small pulpit. We ramble through



the old [abric in every direction. We find all the flooring is made
of smooth flat stone. Some of it is colored as if it had been varnished
with something indelible. This fabric has been twice on fire, once by
accident and the other time wilfully—the perpeteator of the latter
was detected and beheaded. The moss covered temple is indeed
interesting.

Cn Mondsy moming we make an early start from the old city
and go te a farm known as the Fairfield Stud Farm where we find
several very famous blood-horses among which waz “Elying Duichman”
who beat all England lur speed and afterwards sold for five thousand
poends (nearly twenty-five thousand dollars) and now stands at
eight guineas per mare—forly dollars.  Also Chanticteer, a pray, and
several others of not so mech note and about one hundred mares
and celts. some eof them the most noted in the kingdom, such as
Bluebonnet, Belona, Equation, own sister to Her Majesty™s horse,
Euclid. Equation was sold for eight hundred pounds.

Buswing, twenty years old, was 2 greal winner and it was remarked
thal the county could not buy him. The stable is indeed & grand
establishment—owned by a company of very wealthy geniry. Saw a
lady who soars in the fimt society, riding about the siable appearing
to be engaged in admiring the horses. {Rather out of place).

From the stables we returned to the city and thence went to a
gentleman’s residence between York and Howden to examine sonwe
coach horsex  After looking at what we could see hers, we went to
Howden, where was being held a (air, but arrived afrer the show had
concluded, but in time to see a few cattle, (which as a sample
satisfied us) and a number of fine horses for which the surrounding
country is ncted. We priced several of the best but purchased none.
And becoming sick and tired of the dirty litde town we hastened
to leave it and rode over 1o Selby about ten miles distant on the
river, where we stayed all night. The next morning we made an early
start for Ottley, where we arrive €arly in the afterncon.

There we are now leisurely waiting the arrival of Lhe stock
which we have besn purchasing and firying to engage the service
of somc trusty person to manage owr stock across the water.
Agreeable with an invitation, we visit Mr. Fawkes” herd a second
time, he having refused to sell us anything upon our fust application.
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At length we succeeded in getting a price on several of his cows and
purchased three head of his to be kept until ordered to Liverpool for
shigping.

We leave old Ottley and [ hope for some time. On the moming
of the 29th of April for Liverpool, via Burnley to reexamine Mr.
Charles Townley's herd. We purchased five of his which are to be
kept and delivered in the same manner of Mr. Fawkes. We remain
in Burnley over night and take a morning train for Liverpool, where
we arrive in safety about 4 PM.  Upon the company’s holding a
constltation about the best manner of proceeding, it is determined
that Sol and [ shall prepare immediately and take the 9 o'clock P.M,
train of cars for Glasgow or Aberdeen, if they go through as far,
and if not remain in Glasgow uver Sahbath and tzke the earliest
Mondzay’s train for Aberdeen. We did as was detéPmined and arrived
in Glasgow about 7 A M., and finding the inhabitants not genecally
awake we comcluded although it was quite light, to take a nap.
Accordingly we are shown le a room and soon find rest. We arise
about 10, breakfast, and go to church, where we hear a good serman
from an old Scotch Presbyterian minister, after which we take a strolt
through the streets of the city. Find many things to attract atiention
and draw expressions of admiration. Among the latter were the
monuments to memery of Sir Walter Scett, one to the memory of
King William and one to the late Lord Wellington, one also to Sir
Thomas Moore. The monument of Walter Seott is more than two
hundied feet high, thirty fest in diameter at the base, bujlt of
granite in the center of a square near the middle of the city, and
topped with a cylindrical stone somm ter feet high on which stands
the statue likeness of the venerable dead to whose memory the
monument is dedicated. The one to King William is rot o0 high, with
a likeness of the King upon horseback upon its sommit. The ona to
Sir Thomas Moore is of the size of the last mentioned with his statue
sitting with his pen and paper. The one to Wellingtor is also very
fine. The city of Glasgow has several large and substantial public
buildings, among which are the Royal Exchange, the house for the
poor of Scotland, and several large and hznsomely built churches.
1t has an extensive port for shipping on the river and is a neat and
pleasant city.
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We take the cars for Aberdeen at & AM. and amive there safc at
3 P.M., passing within sight of a very ancient castle which [ learn was
the buvilding in which the ancient kings and queens were crowned,
now ooccupied and owned by the Farl of Mansfield 1t is a romantic
lonking place on the side of a hill and near z small pure stream
which winds somewhal arcund it. We take lodging for the night
at the Royal Hatel, get our dinners, and proceed spon vur mission,
which was to examine the herd of stock helonging to Messes.
Cruikshank and Brother. Cm enquiring we find that the gentlemen
own a mercantile establishment in the town and on repairing ro it
we find one of the gentlemen, and he proposes o accompany us
to the farm some twelve miles distant. We immediately hire a hack
and ride out to it amd find upon examination that he has a lacge
fine herd of about one hundred and fifty, among which are Lhree
bulls, one of which i5 as fine as [ ever saw (Matadore) and his
hatf bruther which is also very [ine, but he refused to price the First,
and the second is priced at one hundred and fifty guineas which my
company consider too much for so litde. 5ol gets several of his
cows on price and has permission to consider the maiter for a few
days. We take the 6 o'clock train from Aberdeen to Liverpool and
arrive safe about 10 PM. and join cur friends at the Waterloo Hotel,
find Lhem in very low spirits becanse of the bad prospects of getting
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shipment. Wednesday morning we atl agree to lel the shipping go
and atlend the greal Chesler races which are to take place near
Chester.  Accordingly we take the buat, cross the bay and then we
ride first class at hall price as it is to the races, butl | never saw as
much crowding and jamming about gecting seats in my life. Women
and men jam together in the greatest imaginable disorder. But we
manage 1o procure our sals all in one car and make the trip in
an hour. The old town of Chester is entirely surrounded by a large
watl, the top of which is about six feet wide with bannisters on
each side so that one may safely walk oo it all acound the town. It
is said 1o have been built by the Romans and was very strongly
fortified. The Cueen has at this time a strong force stationed there,
a portion of the standing army. ’
The races were tun on a very fine track just withowl the wall
The track was said Lo be a mile in circle, and constructed in the
shepe of an amphitheatrs, the irack being sbout thirty yards in
width, cotirely level and covered with a fine green sod. It was
so constructed that many hundreds of thousands of people could
stand and witness the whole race, and ! never saw mare than half
af many people collected topether before. T could lorm no estimate
of the rumber. But the race was neither run in a very short lime nor
very closely conmtested.  The horse that got the start in the greal
race kept ahead and won, but the start was protested very strongly
by a greal many. There were thirty-six horses on the track and the
race was condested by only six. We retum to Liverpool by the 4
oclock train, and arrive safe although the hindmost cars of our traln
ran off the track. The company make futher enquiry about ships
and on Thursday evening make an engagement with the owner of the
ship Crown or tather they charter the “poop deck™ of his ship for Lhe
sum of six hundred and fifty ponnds. Then aftet making the other
arrangements concerning the stock we leave Liverpoo! on the express
train for Londom Saturday evening and amive there safe about 11
o'clock. Take lodging at the Hotel Castle and Falcon, near the
general post offices.  Sabbath moming we sleep very fashionably,
arise aboul half past nine, breaklast at ten, and take a stroll through
the streels until near 2 P.M. during which time we visit Westminister
Abbey, during services. From there to the Queen's parden near her
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residence—Buckingham Palace —Westminister. T had read of it and find
that it suits the description “a tremendous old building,” covering
more than one acre of ground, Within it there are z great mumber
of engravings scaticred here and there, with tombstones to the
memory of some noted sages of by-gone centuries,

Buckingham Palace and Her Majesty’s garden is a great place
of resort for all classes and sexes on 1 Pleasant Sabbath’s afternoon.
The garden comtains about sixty to seventy acres in which s
artificial lake with o fountain at each end of it mnd “zquatic™ fow]
of every variety FWIMMmMIng on I, swans, geeze, and duckz of every
color.  The garden i surrounded by 2 high iron fence, with six
or eight gates entering it and at each gate there in a red-coat stationed
with his musket shouldered and “bayonet-sel™ Near Her Majesty™s
front gate there are stationed two armed men on puard and at each
side gate the same number. These walk back and forth for hours
without stopping. Every entrance to the palace is continpally
guarded, while within the barracks there it atways in readines; a strong
amed foree whick can be set in motion with a2 moment's warning. The
Palace is a large mansion built of the tommon stone of this country
with nething pecularly grand about its external appearance,

Monday morning we visit the Smithfield Market, which surpassed
anything of the kind 1 ever saw, A greater number in a smaller space
than any market has them in gut States, as for quality and size, it was
very good indeed but not entirely better than we have.

Monday evening we ride out of town about eight miles to examine
2 herd of stock belenging to My, Tanguary and have the plezsure of
the company of My sirafford, who is well acquainted with his herd.
After examining the stock we return to the hotel having several of
them on price and Mr. 5. (o trade with and on examining the Herd
Book, and finding them satisfactory the Agents purchase one heifer—
Orphan-Nell at sixty puiness and » bull, Fusalier at SEVENtY guineas.
The gentleman has a large herd and 3 right fine ane. Tuesday morning
I procure a passage for May 18, at the house of EG, Robarts and
Co., agent for streamers in London while the Company —Garrard,
Dudley, and Van Meter were attending to their private business,
after which we conclude to P2y a visit to the Tower of London, which
we find indeed a building, replete with histovical atsociations. Never

16



have | seen so much of the ancients, their armar, their weapons of war
and waxen representations of men, and men on horseback, and
inumerable collections of ancienls vessels znd articles of all kinds,
among which were the armor of several of the early kings of England,
with the cloak upon which General Wolfe dicd at the Battle of Quebec
and a vast number of relics of antiquity of this description.  Bui the
grandest and most costly things that | saw in connection with the
Tower, or in fact that 1 ever saw, were in an apartment set apart for
them and encased within a costly glass frame surrounded by high
ceiling. The golden bowls, pitchers, wajters, spoons, crowns, and
walking cane of the ancient kings and some of which are now used a
coronations.  One of the crowns will be worn by the present dldest
prince when he becomes of age. One crown was wor by Queen
Elizabeth and one by Anne Boleyn, with a cane used by George which
weighs nine pounds of pute gold and many other articles too numerous
to mention. The valuarion of the precious metal and stone in this
room alene was over three million of pounds equal to fourteen million
four hundred thousand dollars. One diamond larger in circumlerence
than a dollar, and placed in a silk velvet casc, as fing as can be made.
The number and varieties of curiosities within the old Tower are 80
vast that it would be folly for me to attempt a detaited description
of Them.

Next we visit the old St Paul's Church which coveres two-and-
one-half acres of ground and is four hundred fest high, having taken
forty years to build it. [t is buill entirely of stene (fluors, roof, and
ally. The ground floor is of large square stone of different colors Jaid
in such position as to form the qutline of different ligures. The
lower hall or large apartment is for holding services. Several smaller
Tooms seem to be used for other purposes. Within this larger hall
are & great number of sculptured monuments in memaory of departed
Ereat ones of the country with inscriptions of different kinds on them.
Among these are Lord Nelsen, Sir John Moore, and a vast number of
others famed (or their gallantry shown in sone greal battle on land
or s¢a. The next apariment that we visit is the library room which
contains about four thousand volumes, written in Latin, Greek, or
Hebrew, and of the most ancient writings that have been preserved and
handed down. The next higher apartment is the whispering gallery, a
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large circular room about two hundred feet from the basement story
and about the same distance to the “ball”™ abgve. We next go np
another winding stairway to the circular portico en which we stand,
view the whole city of London, we begin already considerably abave
many of the serrounding church steeples, although we are yet thirty
to fifty feet from the highest stand. From where we ate Lthe city seems
to be a “place to live.” The men and horses lock like chickens and
the streets in a distance are very narrow and appear as siriped as a
carpet. We again proceed upward on a kind of stepladder which at
each turn is more and more sieep until we come o the last which s
entirely perpendicular with two iron rods 1o hold and climb by. 1
now feel entitely out of my environment and scarcely stay two
minutes before 1 turn about znd seek the earth, The ladder partakes
of my trembling motien as T back down it and in passing through
the dark skuddies indeed it trieg my nerve, "I fee) all over™ There
ate some very Catholic looking cells about half way up the winding
stairway, thick iron doors leading into smal] apariments which when
the door is closed admit not one 1ay of light. Rather similar to
Milton’s description of the infernal tegions.  We now hgve the
invitation to visit the basemnent apartments of rather the subterranean
cells but being very tired from walking up and down six hundred stepa,

FRANKLIN SQUANE ~. Y. 1636,



we while away some time in examining the many monumental
sculptures around the walls of the large hall, and then return to aur
hote!l leaving the old fzbric to stand a lasting motument 1o show the
might of man and the folly of kings.

Wednesday, still in the Dueen’s city, take a “eab” for a clath shop
a few squares off where I purchase and order to be made a coat and
pair of pants, which are to be senl around to the hotel by half past
6 PM. I then take & “cab” for the gardens of the Zoological Society
which is some four tiles distant, which ! find a most magnificent place
and a great resort for parties of the young and gay of both sexes as
for “what is in it,” there are specimens of all plants, hirds, beasts and
“creeping things” and everything that flies, walks, swims, or crawls
and hesides the pardens containing some forty to fifty acres is tajd
off in most magnificent style with houses built for each different
species of animals, from the elephant to the wren or the smallest
fish. Some of the animals have small parks made separate and covered
over with an iron frame 1o prevent their excape.

Thursday, May ]2th, still in the great metropolis. Captain Garrard
and Sol went out to examine a fine herd of sheep belonging to Mr.
Jonas Web on yesterday, and not having returned according to promise
we {Major and ) are sdll at the “Castle and Falcon” wailing their
return. We po again to Westminister Abkey and are shown through
all the different apartments and examine the ofd monuments and
tombstenes, and engravings being interested al the same (ime in
the explanations and expostulations with which our guide favors us.

Mr. Garrard and Sel retum to London where we are, having
purchased six superior southdown sheep {four bucks and two ewes).
We remain in London until moerning when the company leave on the
7 o'clock train for the south to hunt sheep, leaving me at the Castle
and Falcon. I take the cars for Liverpool on Saturday and arrive
safe at half past 3 PM. inending to remain here and “go out™ on
the 18th of May. Take Jodging at the same old Waterloo Hotel and
then hurry down to the office of Brown, Shipley, and Company wilh
the hope of getting some letters and arranging and procuring ticket for
my berth but find to my sorrow that they have ciosed for the evening,
Se | must make myself content untit Monday, while away the Sabbath
with books and newspapers. While sitting in the “smoking room™ [
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learn the opinion that a Yankee has of a "“Western man,™ while sitting
sifently and uncbserved listening 1o a comversation betmeen a company
of New York “sharpers™ who are near by drinking and smoking, 1 find
that they always put on the highest prices when they find that they are
dealing with a western man knowing that they buy nothing but the
highest priced articlez and one remarked that they have Plenty of
money but neither know how 1o spend it nor keep it. “Charge them
filteen dollars per bottle for chamnpagne and they will buy plenty but
charge them the half of it for wine Just as good and they will take very
little.” We must confess that there is toe much truth in it. Beware
of 2 “New York sharper,”

Monday, have been 1o Brown, Shipley, and Company’s office and
taken 2 receipt for my berth and received two letters for Sal which
according to his tequest, 1 have breken open and derived a preat
Pieasure from rezding, one from sister Sue and the other from Mr.
W. Dunkin, Next ramble through the streets, go take 2 look at a few
sheep which the company have in “Lacius Stables” 1 few squares
distant and while away the day as best 1 can. Form several ECquain-
tances with passengers for the Asctic on Tuesday and recevea call
from Mr. Strafford in search of “the company™ as also the Ohio
sgents for the same purpese.  Solomon arrives just in time Tor my
tea which 1 was just ordering when he came.
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Wednesday the 18th. Up carly and ready for the ship. Sof and
myself go down to Brown, Shipley, and Company’s office where we
teceive a partnership letter from Father and John M. which is ically
a treat. 1 pocket the letter to read over and over at “sea” which will
be a fine plaything when [ am seasick. Return to the Waterloo,
where we find Seaman (my chum for the voyage} fust preparing to
go down and we all go topether. Hrother 5ol favoring us with his
company to the ship which lies aboul 3 half or three quarter mile
down the river. Wz take the tugboat Sampson No., 5, which is
pretly well crowded and go out to the nokle old Arctic which Hes
fast by the anchor bui beilows long and loud for freedom. Men
and baggage are taken on board with the greatest possible dispatch.
Then the bell is soon tapped and off goes the ghoat with Solomon
and many others in similar circumstances, leaving acquaintances,
friends and relatives while here and there ¥ou may spy a “lear
unwelcome come” to the eye of some female who is left on board.
Three loud huzzas are piven by the friends who leave us and are
promptiy answered by the passenpers, [ participating strongly to drown
the needless thoughis.

Soon the mail boat drives ‘long side and delivers her baggage, and
then the captain's voice is heard, “hall in." s finished, we are off:
two hours brings us below the bar. We bear down glong the barren
shore of the Emerald lsle, while to our left as far as eye can ses, “old
ocean undisputed lies.” To lunch a while, then dinmer 1 while and
then tea. Eleven o'tlock retire in fine spirits but barely hoping to
enjoy tomorrow’s breakfast. But contrary to expeciations, we nearly
all make it out another day, the weather being line. But the pext-
“oh my" and the next “Oh, for Kentucky." The next - “Bless me.
[ I get to Kentucky once more, I will let others try this fun™ The
next the weather moderates so that we can itay out on deck and we
get zlong better, bul the wind is anfagonistic and the weather
unsettled: after this we have variable weather, see a sehool of
porpoises and have a pretty fair time considering the weather. Have
3 jolly company on board who try many schemies to gel up a game
fir sport.  Some singing, sume Jaughing, some walking the deck,
lowking very sober and some having seemingly given up. Don't care
much whether they live or die. In the meanlime ome man, a Mr,
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Longnecker, has made a miscalculation and his family is increased
by a boy "Arctic™ while on board. By good fortune they have an old
experienced doctor an board and so 0K A few days later we see
1 school of whales in the diztance. Can see their backs above the
surface of the water and at Intervals they “spoul” and then disappear
for a short time. The next thing curious is a kind of smal] duck or
diver which we see in vast Nocks off the coast of or rather the banks
of Newfoundland for we 22w no land whatever, but members af
fishing boats taking codfish. The next news of interest jx our landing,
which was on the Sabbath morning of the 29th of May, The first
land that greetsd My view was the wharf at the pest when 1 arrjve
and found the old ship stock stili in dock and all hands unloading. [
retired the night hefore, Belore we hove in sight of lapd, hut net
withstanding 1 was rather slow about getting up. [ was the second man
1o get away from the custom house officers. I engage a hack to the
Irvin House but after taking breaklast, shaving, shampooing, bathing,
etc., ! itnd that they have Put me up into the loft about four or five
stories into 3 skuddy with a daor at one end and & snal! window at
the other. 1 request another but cannot get it angd Eo to the Meatro.
politan where T am now writing.

Monday, May 30th, afiter having taken a con) and refreshing sleep
of nine hours on land [ arise refreshed and feel very well. Breakfast at
seven and meet with Mr, Alexander soon after, who honoers me with
his company 1o the broker’s offige where by his aid and eXperience
in such trade, I sell al| my FEnglish funds to an advantage, getting four
dollars and eighty-seven cents for Victoria pounds and four dollars
and eighty-five cents for the older ones,

Having settled all my financials, I have nothing to do save gratily
MY Curiousity with a view of the severa] objects of beauty, Erandeur,
of utility, for which this Cily is noted. First | proceed to the Crystai
palace and the great Croton waterworks by the omnibus, which
passes this hotel every few rminutes, those places being but a short
distance apart.  Afrer rambling about and arcund the Palace and
viewing it from the walis of the reservoir until ! was setisfied 1 make
My way back to the hotel and take my dinner.  After which | spend
the evening in rambling through the city, reading the News, ern
After “lea™ Mr. Alexander Présses an invitation upen me to renair
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to his room, and yielding Lo his invitalion, he orders a mint julep to
be sent Lo his room whene we droink 1o the safety and success of the
short homs, and drink and tatk ‘till long past ten. When § arise for
the train to Buffalo | take breakfast at half past five and proceed to
the cars crogsing the river in 3 boat and arrve in safety. [ leave my
tounk at the American Hotel where [ had stayed overnight and
proceed by eatliest morning train to Niagara, Men far famed flor their
powers of descriplion and vivid imagination have attempied to
describe this mighty work of Nature and as I find theirs was in vain,
1 shall nat presume to attempt it. Bul surely it would seem that old
Mattre was greatly fretied when she attempied to unite these mighty
sheets of fresh water, fior when the dug the channel of Niagara she'stove
her mighty pick axe at this one place inlo the granite rock up to ils
very eyes, Then you know as she had made the rule that water tends
to seek a level for a great distance below it is as deep as it is wide, The

fall rwo hundred feet and the river below two hundred. After rambling
around the falls all day, T retutn to BulTalo on the last evening train

and take 2 boat across the leke for Cleveland, and a5 we made a late
start (as is frequently the case) we were a little too fate for a
connection with the train of cars and are compelled to lay over until
evening and then take a mail train and arrive in Cincinnali in the
forenoon of the next day. Thence 1 procesd by hoat to Lowisville
and heme by cars. As glad to get home as T was to get started.
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Stock purchased by the agents of the Northern Kentucky Imiporting Co.

Of Henry Ambler, Esg., near Halifax (Watkinson Hall} Yorkshire Co.
White Buil - General Matson - 120 Guineas
Roan Bull - The Count - 120 Guineas
Red Bull - Qrantes 2nd - 120 Guineas
Red Heifer - Duchess of Sutherland - 70 Guineas
Roan Heifer - Lady Caroline - 80 Guineas
Foan Heifer - Mazurka - 150 Guineas

OF A.1. Mayrard, Esq., near Borobridpe {Martin le Moor)
Yorkshire Co.

Lady Stanhope - Roam Cow - 70 Guineas

Yorkshire Maynard - Roan Bull - 50 Guineas

Of Jehn Emersen, Esq.
White Bull - Young Chilten - 1 20 Guineas

Of Mason Hopper
One calf
Foin Bull - Bellville 31d - 200 Guineas

Of His Lordship Lotd Feversharm
RoamBull - Diamond - | 20 Guineas

(i the Hon. Mr. Fawkes of Farmley neac Ottley, Yorkshire Co,
Red Cow - Lady Fairy - 120 Guineas
Eoan Heifer - Maid of Melrose - 150 Guineas
Roan Bult Calf - Fortunatus - 50 Guineas

Of the Hon. Charles Townly of Townly Park near Burnley, Lan-
Cashire Co,

Roan Heifer - Gem - 150 Guineas

Roan Twin Heifer - Meckiace and Bracelet

Roan Cow - Duchess

Red Heifer

B.F. ¥an Meter received of Sclomon Van Meter 730 dollars, March £0,
1853
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Bill of Fare

Cofler

\ Tea.
Braifed Chicken, Broiled Sicak.

COLE DISH NS,
Saddle Southdown Mytlan, Badelle Mock Vanison.
Haunch Short-born Beef, 2 Ta mode. Gliced Buffaly Tengusa,

Ceuntry Cured Ham,

Golden Ham Graicd,
Diressed Fig, Boned Chicken.

Crogquetes,
Stuffed I1lam. Sandwiches.
RELISHRS
Grated Cheese, Chipped Beer, Curumbar Pickles,
Chow.Chew

Iorse Radlsh. French Mustard,

Tamalo Cataup, Les and Perrin's Worcestarshire Sauce.

HOT MR EATIS.

Warked Hiseuir, Fonlls, Light Breadt.
CAMES,
Whilz Frair. Blavk Fruir. Flom. Main White,
Rlzek Marhla, Pink Marbig Citron,
While Spaage, ¥ellow Sponge., Chrcotate Felly
Jelty Covonnut, Feaii %e]!y. Ladles Fingers
Plain Spange. Tea, Kisses.

wns,
Vanilla Cream.

Lemon Sherbet,

Orange Sherbet,
Lemon Cream.

FAUITS AKD NUTS,
Applex, Oranges,

Coneord Girapex Figs
Peaches. Paars, I'ecans, English Walnuts,
Cream Nuoix, Almonds, Raisins,
-
Wite List,
—————

PFiper Meidsick
Pleasang Valley, exirea dry, America, eatra dry.

Catawha, Clareq
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L. A Wiloms o Dur Guests—United Stales Senstor John 8 Williama,
of Kemiucky,

#. Responte by Hon, W. N Snith, of Illinnis,

3 ThAe Short Horm Recard Asrociailion: Jir e and Mirmom— ="
Fesponst by B, F, Vanmelter, of Kentocky,

4 Fhe Piowser Rreodpey of Short-Korms: true bevie, ctorr af tAHY res, iAoy
Aoy weade & possadle o e pexnds of desf whory only omr coutd b
Asd defore,

Respanse by Han, J. H. Pickerell, of Tlinois.

5. The Eaviy Breedors of Americg; they were s ek fr appnceiats Lhy
Sood svithons A we comid mar o red Mol to Empdand
Response by ex-Chiel Jusiice B, T, Peters, of Kentucky,

6. Th= Cottle Heveders of the Flaime: wx MY N ool vt Mem iw
vewmbers; tve cam M of Reip fo thew in Fuality.
Response by Col. Driscol], of Texas.

7. The Arrienitural Depaviment: lof it wed srrams that cres chowda e the
oRly obfects af 2t care| Wor forper fom wiefud the comt Aoy beew I mam.
Response by Hon. . E, Buwmar, Com'r of Agpriculturs for Ky,

H, Pn:gg Bized amd Fudtidwol Faeslfemee: ey ore Simmeere  Teing
Actmern ™9 remirmversy can de vaidred by fhe trie lmers of e Shert-dove,
Kesponse by Hon. T. 2. Jones, of Chia,

9 The Preee: the Aomalmeaia of imprivement tm Shory.bors Mepding o1 wedf
of 6 P cider aves amd soiemees.
Renponse by Phil. Chew, of Misseri.

10, ke Apricuiturel Fair Attociation; an Seciorint means for emcourap
sy the production wf’ Tegroved Shori-horns,
Response by Clatde Mathews, of Indiana,

. Canedz and the Cnmeted States: Moy W rxirem coniiimue Betwwrn
Hem, and Ful! ety e theedily ertadifided,

Kesponse by Hon, M. H, Cochzane, of Canada

12 Chir Coemtry: Jir sfatesocn cam COTTIOer WP REION 3 weovy Fperiamee
fAeD At Bext 1o awcourigT Bt produrerr 1o thaf Lhey may maks dts food suppiy
drep pace with six fmoreare in podwiaiis,

Resporse by Hon, 1.C 5. Hlackbarn, of Kentocky,




